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Cecile Elstein: The Sisyphus Suite 
1979-80, Screenprints 

The Sisyphus Suite is a series of 8 screenprints made between 1979-80 by Cecile 

Elstein in response to the 1942 philosophical essay The Myth of Sisyphus by Albert 

Camus (1913 - 1960). 

In the Greek legend, Sisyphus is condemned for all eternity and ordered to repeatedly 

roll a boulder up a hill, only to have it roll back down again. Camus borrowed from the 

myth to explore themes of individual struggle and the search for meaning in life. 

Made during a period of upheaval, finally settling in Manchester after relocating several 

times, Elstein began work on The Sisyphus Suite as a means to engage in the creative 

process during this time of transition. 

At the time of making the work, Elstein wrote: 

"I found the brilliant explanation of the Myth of Sisyphus by Albert Camus absolutely in 

tune with the work I was contemplating. Sisyphus loves only the joy in life and rejects 

the thunderbolts of war, therefore, he is snatched to hell and held in its depth. However 

he takes with him his passion for life. It is this which releases the energy and motivates 

the effort needed for his return; where he finds both joy and tragedy. By his decision to 

accept both he receives the benediction. 

Subjective reality of a moment in time is objectively defined - objectivity (in this case) 

does not rise from perceiving the external world of objects, but from a certainty and 

understanding of a subjective experience. It is the clarity of this experience which 

forms the structure of the 'art object' which is then in the world of things. Experience is 

depicted. Clarity arises from the knowledge of that moment when a relationship with 

something other than that which might be perceived in the outer world is realised, the 

moment when the inner world might manifest itself through the medium of ink and 

paper." 

The Sisyphus Suite was gifted to the Collection from Cecile Elstein Studio Ltd in 2023. 
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