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Are You Living Comfortably? is the result of a collaboration between University of Salford Art 
Collection and Open Eye Gallery in Liverpool with the University’s ground-breaking Energy House 
research facility and the artists McCoy Wynne. It is presented as part of the LOOK Photo Biennial 
2022.  

McCoy Wynne were selected as Artist in Residence at Energy House from an open call in late 2020. McCoy Wynne were selected as Artist in Residence at Energy House from an open call in late 2020. 
During 2021 they regularly visited Energy House, observing and recording a research project into the 
efficiencies of retrofitting a Victorian built terraced house. They subsequently created a body of work 
that shows both the unique facilities at Energy House, alongside the scientific experiments for a 
specific research project.  

For many years McCoy Wynne have photographed property awaiting re-development or for sale. In For many years McCoy Wynne have photographed property awaiting re-development or for sale. In 
this context, Energy House felt familiar, like another empty property awaiting refurbishment and new 
residents. As Stephanie Wynne explains: 

 ‘Energy House was created in a laboratory chamber. The house is tested and measured, and its  ‘Energy House was created in a laboratory chamber. The house is tested and measured, and its 
changes are analysed. The rooms are filled with wires, sensors and equipment to detect every 
temperature and atmospheric change. Anyone working in the house, including us, also became part 
of the monitoring - recorded by the heat we radiated and the carbon dioxide we exhaled. We 
visualised heat using a thermal imaging camera and incorporated these images, their temperature 
scales and referenced the thermal colours, within the layers of the final pictures’.  

In the final artwork, they have recreated the house, giving it a new imagined life, dressed as if ready In the final artwork, they have recreated the house, giving it a new imagined life, dressed as if ready 
for sale or rent with views from its windows and set within its own gardens. The details of this 
imagined world are semi-opaque to give a new sense of reverie to scientific study. McCoy Wynne 
have created every detail of this final set of pictures – using their original photographs and adding 
layers such as furniture, plants, interior decoration, personal items and household products – making 
the laboratory house recognisable as a home. Alongside the images, they also created an ‘advertising 
brochure,’ similar to those produced by high-end estate agents, but here sharing an insight into their 
process alongside related facts and figures from Professor Richard Fitton. 

McCoy Wynne used a methodical approach to their research (familiar to both scientific and artistic 
practices), including exploring beyond Energy House. Believing that conversation and curiosity are 
two important features connecting both art and science, McCoy Wynne expanded their practice to 
include: measuring their carbon footprint whilst working as photographers; planting their own 
vegetables from seed; and further researching sustainability, ecology, and local urban environments. 

Are You Living Comfortably? is an example of ‘how the imagination of art can interpret the discovery 
of science’.   
Are You Living Comfortably? is an example of ‘how the imagination of art can interpret the discovery 
of science’.   

You can discover more details about the artworks and the advice from Professor Fitton in one of the 
gallery copies of the brochure.
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